THE AESTHETIC APPRECIATION OF WORKS OF ART 


Some questions asked/some observations put forth by a 
hypothetical spectator of a hypothetical performance of 
Parade (Realistic Ballet in One Act) who regards that 
performance of that work of art exclusively from an in- 
terested first-person perspective: "There are three 
people sitting in my line of vision. There is one per- 
son on stage dancing now. How many people will dance in 
this ballet? How long will this ballet take? 'The Man- 
ager in Evening Dress' looks different from any other 
"manager in evening dress' that I have ever seen. The 
man who is wearing that costume is probably very strong 
because that costume looks like it's made out of bits and 
pieces of buildings and trees. I wonder if that person 
is comfortable in that outfit--I'm never comfortable when 
I have to wear evening clothes. This seat is not very 
comfortable. I wonder how far in feet I am above the 
level of the stage? 'The Manager in Evening Dress' is 
not dancing like most ballet dancers do--maybe the cos- 
tume is the reason why. The Chinese Conjurer reminds 

me of Chinese men that one sees in Chinatown. He looks 
real. I'm glad he's dancing now because 'The Manager 

in Evening Dress' was not very interesting. I wonder 

if the Chinese Conjurer is being danced by a Chinese man? 
This strange music makes sense now because the Chinese 
Conjurer is dancing--Oriental music is much different 
from our music. For a moment I thought I was in China 
Somewhere. Another man wearing a large costume--who's 

he supposed to be? What's he supposed to be? I've 

seen 'managers from New York' but I've never seen a 
‘manager from New York' who looks like "The Manager from 
New York.' The man who is wearing that costume must be 
very strong because that costume looks like it's made 

out of bits and pieces of buildings and trees. Maybe 
there are 'managers from New York' who look like this 

one but we don't have any like this one back home. I 
wonder who wrote this ballet? Maybe these roles were 
created by non-Americans? Who is she supposed to be? 

Why does she have that silly ribbon in her hair? She 
doesn't seem to be dancing--only running around. I 
wonder if all modern dance is like this? Shouldn't she 
be wearing a tutu? A horse. This is very amusing--this 
ballet needs this horse scene, it was beginning to drag 

a little. I wonder if it's easier to play the front half 
of the horse or the back half? Those two in blue and 
white look like acrobats. I wonder if they are acrobats 
or dancers pretending to be acrobats? I get the feeling 
that this ballet is about over. Now everyone is back on 
stage. It's over. How long did that ballet last I wonder?" 





